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The message of Deuteronomy 9 is very clear:  

We must never live as though we are beyond the need for God’s grace. 

 

The disease we are attacking � Self-righteousness 

The cure we depend on � God’s grace (which supplies us with the 

righteousness of Christ)  

The treatment (the way we _______ God’s grace) � Never living as 

though we are beyond God’s grace.  

 

In Dt. 9, we are pressed to never forego our dependence on God’s 

grace from 4 angles:  
 

ENCOURAGEMENT (vs. 1-3) 
 
[vs. 1-3] 

 

These are tremendous words of encouragement as Moses announces 

the victory God will accomplish for Israel over their enemies. This will 

be a God-sized feat. Even though their enemies are considered giants 

and the cities are heavily fortified, God will come as a consuming fire 

bringing utter destruction to those that oppose Him.  

 

When vs. 1 says the cities were “fortified to heaven,” we know we 

can’t take that literally. It’s meant to communicate that the Hebrews 

are puny before their enemies. But Moses declares that their enemies 

are but kindling for God’s consuming fire.  

 

What an encouragement: whatever is greater than you is smaller than 

God. Yet its more than that. It’s a sobering reminder that no man 

should presume upon the grace of God. Earlier in Dt 4:24, God warned 

the Israelites themselves not to compromise their loyalty to the Lord 

because He is a consuming fire.  

 

Furthermore, this pronouncement of God’s victory serves as a warning 

to not falter in their faith. Have you ever been in a group of people 

when someone said something to you and you knew that they said far 

more to you than anyone else in the group would understand? The 

Israelites heard these opening verses with the weight of some vital 

background information. The very reason they failed to enter the 

promised land the first time was because they failed to trust the Lord—

and their reason was that the giants of Anak lived there in heavily 

fortified cities (Num 13:27-29). They underestimated the strength and 

power of the Almighty God.  

 

God is going to war! And Israel is about to find themselves in the 

midst of that war. If they don’t trust the Lord, they will either be 

squashed by their enemies or consumed by God’s fire. They cannot 

afford to presume upon God’s grace.  

 
We must never live as though we are beyond the need for God’s grace.  

 

EXHORTATION (vs. 4-6) 
 

Verses 4-6 are clearly the key verses in this passage. They are like a 

siren repeatedly warning us of grave danger. And that danger is our 

own deceitful hearts that want to lay a claim on self-righteousness. 

You can’t miss it—4 times He warns us of not using God’s victory as 

an occasion for pride. [vs. 4-6] 

• Vs. 4: “Do not say in your heart when the Lord your God has 

driven them out before you, ‘Because of my righteousness the 

Lord has brought me in to possess the land.’” 

• Vs. 5: “It is not for your righteousness…” 

• Vs. 5: “…or for the uprightness of your heart that you are 

going in to possess the land.”  

•  Vs. 6: “It is not for your righteousness that the Lord your God 

is giving you this good land…”  

 

If Moses had just said in vs. 4, “Don’t say in your heart, ‘because of 

my righteousness the Lord has done this’” we would have gotten the 

point clearly. But he reiterates it twice more in vs. 5 and again in vs. 6.  
 

Why this warning in the first place, not to mention such enormous 

emphasis?  



We have a strong human inclination to believe that we are good 

apart from God. We believe that we may need God’s help but fail to 

grasp our need for utter dependence on God’s grace.  
 

This is why Paul says in Rom 12:3, “For by the grace given me I say 

to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 

ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 

with the measure of faith God has given you.”  
 

So even if you have faith to trust God and see the giants fall, 

remember that even your faith is a gift from God. We must never 

overlook our absolute dependence upon the grace of God in/for all 

things.  
 

Life Principle: Self-righteousness is always a lie from a deceptive heart.  

 

So why is God going to destroy the Canaanites if it is not for Israel’s 

righteousness? Well, there are two reasons; a secondary reason and a 

primary reason.  

 

a. The secondary reason is because of the wickedness of Canaanite  

nations. Twice in vss. 4 & 5 He says, “because of the wickedness of 

these nations.” In Deut. 12:31 we are told that these nations “have 

done every abominable act which the Lord hates…for they even burn 

their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.”  

 

b. The primary reason, however, is not ultimately about Israel or the 

Canaanites; Its about God Himself. Vs. 5 says He will conquer the 

nations and give the land to Israel “in order to confirm the oath which 

the Lord swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”—in order 

to keep His promise! The primary reason is God’s faithfulness, His 

integrity! (cf. vs. 3: “just as the Lord has spoken”) They will enter the 

land victoriously not because they are good, but because God is good. 

God destroy the wicked not because Israel is righteous, but because 

God is righteous. It is the goodness and righteousness of God upon 

which you are dependent, not your own.  

 
We must never live as though we are beyond the need for God’s grace.  

 

EXAMPLES (vs. 6-24) 
 
Moses now recalls 5 painful memories to persuade them not trust in 

their own “self-righteousness.” [vs. 7-24] 

 

1. Horeb—vs. 7-21 (golden calf; Exodus 32) 

 

Perhaps this first incident of the golden calf is so monumental 

because the people had just said, ‘Moses, you go up to meet 

with God and bring back a report; everything he says, we will 

do’ (Deut 5:22-28). But before Moses even gets back to the 

people they have broken the covenant with God by making and 

worshiping and idol reminiscent of an Egyptian false god (from 

where He had just delivered them). And the Lord is so angry 

He’s ready to destroy them all except for Moses and start over. 

And the only thing that stops Him is that Moses pleads for 

mercy on their behalf.  

 

2. Taberah—vs. 22a (“burning”; Num 11:1-3) 
 

[Num 11:1-3] 
 

God was providing for their needs. But instead of being content 

and grateful, they regarded His provision as adversity.  

Problem: Complaining, even under adversity, is the opposite of 

trusting God in our adversity. Grumbling is the fruit of unbelief 

because it undermines His good purposes in all things.  
 

We must be very careful what we deem adversity and how we 

respond to it.  
 

3. Massah—vs. 22b (“testing”; Ex 17:1-7) 
 

Massah was the place where God provided water from the rock 

(Ex 17). They named the place Massah which means “testing” 

because there they quarreled and tested the Lord with their 

unbelief. In the face of all that God had done in bringing them 

out of Egypt they failed to trust God to provide water.  
 



4. Kibroth-Hattaavah—vs. 22c (“graves of desire/craving”; 

Num. 11:31-35) 
 

Kibroth-Hattaavah means “graves of desire.” When God 

provided quail, the people were so greedy that before the meat 

was even chewed the Lord sent a plague among them; and 

there they buried the greedy.  

Problem: Greed is the opposite of gratitude. Greed says, “I 

deserve more.” Gratitude says, “I deserve nothing.” 
 

5. Kadesh-Barnea—vs, 23 (10 Spies; Numbers 32:8) 
 

This is where they sent out the 10 spies before they were to 

enter the promised land the first time. Only Joshua and Caleb 

followed the Lord fully by trusting Him to fulfill His promise. 

The others failed to trust the Lord and His anger burned against 

them. The cost was 40 years and the extinction of an entire 

generation. 
 

If we were to read vs. 6-24 as a court report, from the 5 incidences 

above, there would be multiple charges in the first degree with 

repeated offenses.  

• 3x’s—“stubborn” (vs. 6, 13, 27) 

• 4x’s—“provoked the Lord to anger/wrath” (vs. 7, 8, 18, 22) 

• 3x’s—“rebellious/rebelled” (vs. 7, 23, 24) 

• 4x’s—“sinned” (vs. 16, 18, 21, 27) 

• “turned aside quickly” (vs. 16) 

• “doing evil in the sight of the Lord” (vs. 18) 

• “unbelief” (vs. 23) 

• “did not listen” (vs. 23) 

• “wickedness” (vs. 27) 

 

Now, it’s really much worse than the picture I have just painted. These 

are just examples to show that this waywardness is the whole of their 

lives.  

 

Summary: bookends 

 [Vs. 7]  

 [Vs. 24] 

God is not only the Judge; He Himself is the one they have sinned 

against with their persistent rebellion. So what is God’s response to all 

of this?—because that’s the only thing that really matters; He’s a 

consuming fire!  

 

Vs. 7: “You provoked the Lord your God to wrath” 

Vs. 8: “You provoked the Lord to wrath, and the Lord was so angry  

 with you, that He would have destroyed you.” 

Vs. 14: “Let Me alone that I may destroy them and blot out their name  

 from under heaven” 

Vs. 20: “The Lord was angry enough with Aaron to destroy him”— 

 Aaron was their priest/mediator! 

Vs. 22: “You provoked the Lord to wrath” 

Vs. 25: “The Lord said He would destroy you” 

 

Vs. 19: Summary—“For I was afraid of the anger [aph—anger, 

nostril] and hot displeasure [chemah—heat; rage; burning] with which 

the Lord was wrathful [qatsaph—angry, enraged, furious] against you 

in order to destroy you, but the Lord listened to me that time also.”  

 

Why is Moses working so hard to show them their comprehensive 

guilt before God? Because they are just like us. This is not just about 

the history of Israel—its about human nature! We need mercy/grace. 

 

We have a deep human need to be convinced of the extensiveness 

and seriousness of our sin before God. We have this strong tendency 

to dilute the situation in our minds: “My sin is really not that bad and 

God’s holiness can’t be that severe.” But the sobering reality is that 

that the whole of our lives testifies that our human nature lives in 

rebellion against God.  

 

In essence, God is saying to the Israelites, “You will be an instrument 

of judgment in my hand against these wicked nations, but you must 

never begin to believe that you are exempt from the same need for 

mercy. There is no place for entitlement in the believer’s life; and 

certainly no room for self-righteousness—only humble gratitude for 

God’s undeserved grace.  

 



Life Principle: Whenever you deal with someone else’s sin, you must 

always be mindful of your own sinful nature.  

 

We must never begin to think and live as though we are beyond the 

need for God’s grace.  

 
ENTREATY (vs. 25-29) 
 
[Vs. 25-29] 

 
First, let me suggest that Moses’ prayer, like so many others like it in 

the Bible, is a model of how we should pray. Notice that the focus of 

Moses’ prayer is not how desperate their need is or reasons why God 

should not bring judgment against His people. Moses’ prayer is 

entirely driven by the character, reputation, and glory of God. In other 

words, the reasons He gives God for answering His plea have more to 

do with God than with the people.  

 

He makes His case on the basis of:  

• God’s Covenant faithfulness; Integrity to keep His promises:  

o Vs. 26—“I prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord do not 

destroy Your people, even Your inheritance.’” 

o Vs. 27—“remember your servants Abraham Isaac and 

Jacob” 

• God’s redemptive purposes & God’s greatness:  

o Vs. 26—“whom you have redeemed through your 

greatness” 

• God’s grace:  

o Vs. 26—“whom you have brought out of Egypt with a 

might hand.”  

• God’s glory and reputation:  

o [vs. 28] 

 

So why should God spare His rebellious people? [Vs. 29] 

 

Here’s the point: Why does Moses remind the people of how he 

interceded for them? God was ready to destroy them and yet the reason 

God gave them mercy was not because of them—and certainly not 

because of their righteousness—but only because of God’s glory. 

“Even when God had mercy on you, it wasn’t because your need for 

mercy was so great, but because His glory is so great.”  

  

We must never live as though we are beyond the need for God’s 

grace.  
 

Communion:  

     � Rom 5:8 (Bread) 

     � Eph 2:4-5 (Cup) 

 

 


